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(U)  Warning: This document is UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY (U//FOUO).  It contains information that may be exempt from public release under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552).  It is to be controlled, 

stored, handled, transmitted, distributed, and disposed of in accordance with DHS policy relating to FOUO information and is not to be released to the public, the media, or other personnel who do not have a valid need to know 

without prior approval of an authorized DHS official.  State and local homeland security officials may share this document with authorized critical infrastructure and key resource personnel and private sector security officials without 

further approval from DHS  

(U)  This product contains US person information that has been deemed necessary for the intended recipient to understand, assess, or act on the information provided.  It has been highlighted in this document with the label 
USPER and should be handled in accordance with the recipient's intelligence oversight and/or information handling procedures.  

  4 May 2016 

(U//FOUO)  Analysis of ISIL-Inspired Activity in the United States from 
January 2014 to December 2015

(U//FOUO) Prepared by the Office of Intelligence and Analysis (I&A).  Coordinated with FBI and NCTC. 

(U//FOUO) Scope 

(U//FOUO) This Reference Aid provides an overview of Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)-associated 

activity in the United States between January 2014 and December 2015 linked to US persons (USPERs) assessed 

to be inspired by the group.  This analysis is derived exclusively from open source material, including criminal 

complaints and federal indictments.  It is intended to inform state, local, tribal, and territorial government and 

law enforcement officials and private sector partners about the wide range of ISIL-inspired activities in the 

Homeland, and provide insight into emerging terrorist trends, which may aid in the detection and prevention of 

future terrorist activities.  This product does not include any information about USPERs believed to be abroad 

or about the July 2015 attack against military facilities in Chattanooga, Tennessee, which is still under 

investigation. 
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(U//FOUO)  This Homeland Security Reference Aid (HSRA) updates the version previously published in October 2015.  It 
depicts the number and geographic dispersal of US-based persons’ alleged terrorism-related activities in the United States 
since the beginning of January 2014, who are assessed to be inspired by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).  Since 
the last update, we have added six individuals to the chart.  DHS I&A analysis of 71 individuals dating from the beginning 
of January 2014 through the end of December 2015 indicates that although most range from 24 to 28 years old there is 
otherwise no specific profile, with suspected terrorists varying in ethnic background and geographic location.  It also 
highlights that arrestees have been involved in a range of terrorism-related activities, to include successful attacks, traveling 
abroad with the intent to join ISIL; providing domestic material support to the group; and aspirational or advanced attack 
planning on behalf of ISIL.  The majority of those arrested for ISIL-inspired activities over the last 24 months have been 
arrested for failed travel, although since October activities have been primarily focused on terrorist activity within the US 
compared to going abroad.  Analysis shows the majority of those arrested or fatally shot for ISIL-inspired activities are male; 
however, one female has been a part of a successful attack.  This is the first female participant in a successful ISIL-inspired 
attack in the Homeland.

(U//FOUO)  The San Bernardino shooters are included in this graphic because one of them pledged allegiance to ISIL following 
the attack, although they both were radicalized prior to the creation of the group and the FBI’s investigation has not yielded 
evidence that the attack was done in furtherance of ISIL ideology.  The terrorist attack in Chattanooga, TN is not depicted 
within this HSRA because the investigation has not determined a link to ISIL.  This graphic also does not include US-based 
individuals who are believed to have successfully traveled to Syria to join ISIL or those who may have been killed there.

(U)  Analysis of ISIL-Inspired Activity in the United States from January 2014 to December 2015

(U)  Disrupted ISIL Activity in the United States, January 2014 – December 2015 (U)  Observed Increase in Group Activity (U)  No Observed Gender Shift
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(U)  Age & Activities of US ISIL-Inspired Individuals
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(U)  Analysis of ISIL-Inspired Activity in the United States from January 2014 to December 2015 (cont.)

ARIZONA

Abdul KareemUSPER 43 Arrested
Jun-15

Phoenix Alleged third conspirator in the Garland, TX shooting (see below for more details).  Indicted and pled not 
guilty to conspiracy, making false statements to investigators, and other charges.

Jammie 
GammalUSPER

42 Arrested
Aug-15

Avondale Indicted for allegedly assisting a college student with travel to Syria to obtain military training from ISIL.  
Indicted for planning and perpetrating a federal crime of terrorism against the United States.

CALIFORNIA

Nicholas 
TeausantUSPER

20 Arrested
Mar-14

Acampo Arrested for allegedly attempting to join ISIL in Syria after seeking to enter Canada at the Blaine, WA port 
of entry.  Indicted and declared mentally fit to stand trial in August; facing up to 15 years in prison.  Pled 
guilty in December 2015.

Adam 
DandachUSPER

20 Arrested
Jul-14

Orange Arrested at John Wayne Airport in Santa Ana, CA for attempting to travel to Syria to join ISIL.  Pled guilty 
for attempting to provide support to ISIL and lying on his passport application.

Muhanad 
BadawiUSPER

24 Arrested
May-15

Anaheim Arrested for allegedly providing material support by allowing BadawiUSPER (also cited in this product) to 
use his credit card to purchase a ticket to the Middle East.  Indicted in October on additional charges, 
including preexisting charges of providing material support to ISIL.  Pled not guilty to the original charges.

Abdirahman 
DaudUSPER

21 Arrested
Apr-15

San Diego Arrested for allegedly attempting to join ISIL in Syria; drove from Minneapolis to San Diego allegedly to 
obtain fake passports in order to enter Mexico.  A federal grand jury indicted DaudUSPER and six other 
Minnesota men with conspiring to travel, or attempting to travel, to join ISIL.  Pled not guilty.

Mohamed 
FarahUSPER

21 Arrested
Apr-15

San Diego Arrested after traveling from Minneapolis to San Diego with hopes of crossing into Mexico to allegedly 
join ISIL in Syria.  A federal grand jury indicted FarahUSPER and six other Minnesota men with conspiring to 
travel, or attempting to travel, to join ISIL.

Nader 
ElhuzayelUSPER

24 Arrested
May-15

Anaheim Arrested for allegedly attempting to join ISIL in Syria after reserving a flight to Israel with the intent to 
mask his final destination.  Indicted in October on additional charges, including preexisting charges of 
providing material support to ISIL.  Pled not guilty to the original charges.

Syed FarookUSPER 29 Fatally shot
Dec-15

San Bernardino FarookUSPER and likely his wife opened fire on his co-workers at a holiday party at the Inland Regional 
Center.  They were killed several hours later in a shootout with law enforcement.  While the couple was 
radicalized prior to the creation of ISIL, a pledge of allegiance to the group was posted on a Facebook 
account associated with the female USPER following the attack.  FBI investigation continues, and there is 
no evidence yet the attack was carried out in specifically furtherance of ISIL ideology.

Tashfeen MalikUSPER 28 Fatally shot
Dec-15

San Bernardino MalikUSPER and her husband opened fire on his co-workers at a holiday party at the Inland Regional 
Center before being gunned down hours later in a shootout with authorities.  FBI investigation continues 
and there is no evidence yet the attack was done in specifically furtherance of ISIL ideology.  Allegedly 
radicalized prior to the creation of ISIL.

COLORADO

Shannon 
ConleyUSPER

19 Arrested
Apr-14

Arvada Arrested for allegedly attempting to join ISIL, where she intended to use her military background to 
support the group.  She was convicted of providing material support.  Shannon ConleyUSPER 19 sentenced 
on January 23rd, 2015 to 48 months in federal prison, followed by 3 years supervised release with 100 
hours of community service.

FLORIDA

Abror 
HabibovUSPER

30 Arrested
Feb-15

Jacksonville Arrested for allegedly providing material support after assisting an alleged NY-based ISIL supporter with 
funds to join ISIL in Syria.  Indicted and pled not guilty.

Harlem 
SuarezUSPER

23 Arrested
Jul-15

Key West Arrested for allegedly plotting attacks with explosive devices at a public beach and on law enforcement 
officers’ homes and under their cars.  Indicted and pled not guilty.

Joshua 
GoldbergUSPER

20 Arrested
Sep-15

Orange Park Allegedly instructed a confidential human source to plant a bomb at an upcoming memorial event in 
Kansas City, MO commemorating the September 11, 2001 attacks.  Charged with giving out information 
on explosives, destructive devices, and weapons of mass destruction. Faces a maximum of 20 years in 
federal prison.

GEORGIA

Leon DavisUSPER 37 Arrested
Oct-14

Augusta Arrested for allegedly attempting to join ISIL after purchasing a one-way plane ticket from Atlanta to 
Turkey.  Pled guilty for attempting to provide material support to ISIL.

ILLINOIS

Mohammed 
KhanUSPER

19 Arrested
Oct-14

Bolingbrook Arrested at O’Hare International Airport for allegedly attempting to join ISIL.  Pled guilty to one count of 
attempting to provide material support to a foreign terrorist organization.  The organization is identified 
as ISIL in a written plea agreement..

Jasminka 
RamicUSPER

42 Arrested
Feb-15

Rockford Arrested for allegedly providing material support after being associated with a group attempting to send 
firearms accessories and other material to ISIL members.  Entered a plea to one count of conspiring to 
provide material support to terrorists.  Sentenced to 36 months in prison on January 5, 2016 for providing 
material support to ISIL.

Mediha 
SalkicevicUSPER

34 Arrested
Feb-15

Schiller Park Arrested for allegedly providing material support after being associated with a group attempting to send 
firearms accessories and other material to ISIL members.  Indicted for conspiring to provide and providing 
material support to terrorist groups. 

Jonas 
EdmondsUSPER

29 Arrested
Mar-15

Aurora Arrested for allegedly helping his cousin Hasan EdmondsUSPER (also cited in this product) join ISIL and for 
plotting an attack on a National Guard base in IL.  Pled guilty to conspiring to provide material support to 
ISIL.  Faces 21 years in prison.

Hasan 
EdmondsUSPER

22 Arrested
Mar-15

Aurora Arrested for allegedly attempting to travel overseas and use his military training to assist ISIL.  Pled guilty 
to one count of conspiring to provide material support to ISIL and one count of attempting to provide 
material support to ISIL.

KANSAS

Alexander 
BlairUSPER

28 Arrested
Apr-15

Topeka Arrested for allegedly not reporting a plot against Ft. Riley; allegedly loaned John BookerUSPER (also citied in 
this product) money for a storage unit.  Placed on house arrest pending trial.

John BookerUSPER 20 Arrested
Apr-15

Fort Riley Arrested after allegedly attempting to conduct a mass casualty attack next to the Ft. Riley US Army 
installation.  Indicted on three charges, including attempting to use a weapon of mass destruction.  Pled 
not guilty.

MARYLAND

Mohamed 
ElshinawyUSPER

30 Arrested
Dec-15

Edgewood The affidavit filed in federal court alleges that in June 2015 the FBI became aware of an individual 
located in Egypt who was attempting to send money to the United States, possibly for nefarious 
purposes.  The investigation revealed that on 28 June 2015 the individual wired $1,000 to another 
USPER.  The FBI interviewed ElshinawyUSPER on 17 July 2015.  The affidavit alleges that ElshinawyUSPER 
first claimed that his mother had sent him the money, and then that the money was to purchase an 
iPhone for a friend.  Later, he admitted that a childhood friend had contacted him a few months earlier 
to connect him, through social media, with an unidentified ISIL member through social media.  Was 
charged with attempting to provide material support to ISIL.

MASSACHUSETTS

Usaamah Rahim 26 Fatally shot
Jun-15

Boston Fatally shot by police after wielding a military-style knife during a law enforcement encounter.  Allegedly 
intended to attack the organizer of a "Draw the Prophet" event.

David WrightUSPER 24 Arrested
Jun-15

Everett Arrested for alleged obstruction and conspiracy regarding a plot against organizer of a “Draw the 
Prophet” event.  Indicted for, among other things, providing material support to ISIL.

Alexander 
CiccoloUSPER

23 Arrested
Jul-15

Springfield Arrested after allegedly attempting to conduct a mass casualty attack at a college campus with a 
pressure-cooker bomb.  Indicted on weapons and assault charges.

MINNESOTA

Abdullah YusufUSPER 18 Arrested
Nov-14

Minneapolis Arrested after a clerk noticed his passport application included suspicious travel plans.  Indicted with 
conspiracy to provide material support to ISIL.

Hamza AhmedUSPER 19 Arrested
Feb-15

Minneapolis Indicted after allegedly attempting travel to Syria with the intent of joining ISIL.

Zacharia 
AbdurahmanUSPER

19 Arrested
Apr-15

Minneapolis Indicted after allegedly attempting travel to Syria with the intent of joining ISIL.  Pled guilty in 
September 2015 to conspiracy to provide material support to a terrorist organization.

Hanad MusseUSPER 19 Arrested
Apr-15

Minneapolis Pled guilty for conspiring with at least eight other indivduals to travel to Syria in an effort to provide 
material support to ISIL.

Guled OmarUSPER 20 Arrested
Apr-15

Minneapolis Indicted after allegedly attempting travel to Syria with the intent of joining ISIL.

Adnan FarahUSPER 19 Arrested
Apr-15

Minneapolis Indicted after allegedly attempting travel to Syria with the intent of joining ISIL.

Abdirizak 
Mohamed 
WarsameUSPER

20 Arrested
Dec-15

Eagan According to a criminal complaint, WarsameUSPER was part of a group of several young men from 
Minnesota’s Somali-American community who were conspiring to travel to Syria to join ISIL.  The 
complaint alleges that at one point WarsameUSPER was the leader of this group.  WarsameUSPER had been 
planning to leave the United States for Syria in the spring of 2014, but his passport application was denied.  
He later discussed plans to travel to Syria from Somalia in 2015, according to the complaint.  Abdirizak 
Mohamed WarsameUSPER pled guilty on February 11th, 2016..
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(U)  Analysis of ISIL-Inspired Activity in the United States from January 2014 to December 2015 (cont.)

MISSISSIPPI

Jaelyn YoungUSPER 20 Arrested
Aug-15

Starkville Arrested after allegedly attempting travel to Syria with the intent of joining ISIL.  Charged with conspiring 
to provide material support to a foreign terrorist organization.

Muhammad 
DakhlallaUSPER

22 Arrested
Aug-15

Starkville Arrested after allegedly attempting travel to Syria with the intent of joining ISIL.  Charged with conspiring 
to provide material support to a foreign terrorist organization.  Muhammad Oda DakhlallaUSPER pled guilty 
March 11th, 2016, to conspiring to provide material support to a designated foreign terrorist organization.

MISSOURI

Ramiz HodzicUSPER 40 Arrested
Feb-15

St. Louis Indicted for allegedly providing material support after being associated with a group attempting to send 
firearms accessories and other material to ISIL members.

Sedina HodzicUSPER 35 Arrested
Feb-15

St. Louis Indicted for allegedly providing material support after being associated with a group attempting to send 
firearms accessories and other material to ISIL members.  Currently free on bond.

Armin 
HarcevicUSPER

37 Arrested
Feb-15

St. Louis Indicted for allegedly providing material support after being associated with a group attempting to send 
firearms accessories and other material to ISIL members.  Currently free on bond.

NEW JERSEY

Samuel TopazUSPER 21 Arrested
Jun-15

Fort Lee Pled guilty for attempting to join ISIL.

Alaa SaadehUSPER 23 Arrested
Jun-15

West New York Charged for allegedly providing material support after purchasing his brother’s (Nader SaadehUSPER also 
cited in this product) airline ticket to join ISIL.  Pled guilty and charged with one count of conspiring with 
others to provide material support to ISIL.  Currently detained without bail.

Nader SaadehUSPER 20 Arrested
Aug-15

Rutherford Charged after allegedly attempting travel to Syria with the intent of joining ISIL.  Charged with conspiring 
to provide material support to ISIL.  Pled guilty to one count of conspiring with others to provide material 
support to ISIL.

NEW YORK

Emanuel 
LutchmanUSPER

25 Arrested
Dec-15

Rochester According to court records, USPER claiming to receive direction from an overseas ISIL member, planned 
to commit an armed attack against civilians at a restaurant/bar in the Rochester, New York area on New 
Year’s Eve on behalf of ISIL and in furtherance of his plan to join ISIL overseas.

Mufid ElfgeehUSPER 30 Arrested
May-14

Rochester Arrested after allegedly planning an attack against US military personnel upon their return to the United 
States from the Middle East.  Indicted for attempting to provide support to ISIL and for the attempted 
murder of current and former US servicemembers.  Pled guilty for trying to recruit people to join ISIL.  
Sentencing scheduled for March 2016.

Tairod PughUSPER 47 Arrested
Jan-15

Brooklyn Indicted while allegedly attempting to join ISIL.  Tairod PughUSPER was found guilty on March 9th, 2016 of 
attempting to provide material support to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), a designated 
foreign terrorist organization, and obstructing an official proceeding.  Tairod Pugh faces a maximum 
sentence of up to 35 years in prison..

Akhror 
SaidakhmetovUSPER

19 Arrested
Feb-15

Brooklyn Charged after allegedly attempting to join ISIL.  Indicted for conspiring to provide material support to a 
foreign terrorist organization.  Pled not guilty. 

Abdurasul 
JuraboevUSPER

24 Arrested
Feb-15

Brooklyn Indicted after allegedly attempting to join ISIL.  Indicted for conspiring to provide material support to a 
foreign terrorist organization.  Pled guilty.

Dilkhayot 
KasimovUSPER

26 Arrested
Feb-15

Brooklyn Indicted for allegedly attempting and conspiring with others to provide material support to ISIL after 
allegedly assisting in collecting $1600 for his friend’s (another USPER also cited in this product) attempt to 
join ISIL.  Pled not guilty.

Nihad RosicUSPER 26 Arrested
Feb-15

Utica Indicted for allegedly attempting to join ISIL and sending military clothing and equipment to ISIL.  Pled 
not guilty.

Akmal 
ZakirovUSPER

29 Arrested
Jun-15

Brooklyn Indicted for alleged involvement in a plot to recruit US fighters to join ISIL.

Munther SalehUSPER 20 Arrested
Jun-15

Queens Indicted after allegedly plotting to detonate a pressure-cooker bomb in New York City.

Fareed 
MumuniUSPER

21 Arrested
Jun-15

Staten Island Indicted for allegedly attacking an FBI agent with a knife during questioning at his residence.  Allegedly also 
aspired to travel overseas and join ISIL.

Arafat NagiUSPER 44 Arrested
Jul-15

Lacakwanna Allegedly traveled from Lackawanna to Turkey on two separate occasions with the intention of joining 
ISIL. Law enforcement tipped off by a resident who heard him talking about his violent extremist beliefs.  
Indicted on two charges of attempting to provide material support to ISIL.

Ali SalehUSPER 22 Arrested
Sep-15

Queens Arrested after allegedly attempting travel to Syria with the intent of joining ISIL.  Charged with attempting 
to travel to the Mideast to join and provide material support to ISIL.

NORTH CAROLINA

Akbar JordanUSPER 21 Arrested
Mar-14

Raleigh Arrested after admitting to making an appointment to obtain a passport in order to go to Syria and fight.  
After his arrest, FBI found an AK-47 rifle, ammunition, and a sword in his apartment.  Pled guilty.

Avin BrownUSPER 21 Arrested
Mar-14

Raleigh Indicted after attempting travel to Syria to join a violent extremist group, which included ISIL.  Pled guilty.

Donald 
MorganUSPER

44 Arrested
Aug-14

Rowan County Arrested after returning from the Middle East, where he allegedly tried to travel from Lebanon to 
Syria to join ISIL before being stopped at the Istanbul airport and sent back to Lebanon.  Sentenced to 
243 months in prison followed by 3 years supervised release for attempting to provide material support 
to ISIL and for possession of a firearm by a felon.

Justin SullivanUSPER 19 Arrested
Jun-15

Morgantown Arrested for allegedly plotting to kill a large number of US citizens on behalf of ISIL.  Charged with 
attempting to provide material support to ISIL.

OHIO

Christopher 
CornellUSPER

20 Arrested
Jan-15

Green Arrested for allegedly plotting to build, plant, and detonate pipe bombs near the US Capitol building 
and then use firearms to kill congressional members and staff.  Indicted for attempting to support 
a terrorist organization.  Must undergo a psychiatric evaluation to determine if he can stand trial, a 
federal judge in Cincinnati ruled on 10 November 2015.

Amir Al-GhaziUSPER 38 Arrested
Jun-15

Sheffield Lake Indicted after allegedly expressing a desire to perpetrate an attack in the United States and attempting 
to purchase an AK-47 assault rifle.  Pled not guilty to one count of supporting terrorism and 
two weapons-related charges.

Terrence 
McNeilUSPER

25 Arrested
Nov-15

Akron According to allegations in the complaint, Terrence McNeilUSPER solicited the murder of US 
servicemembers by circulating detailed US military personnel information, and explicitly calling for the 
killing of American servicemembers in their homes and communities. 

PENNSYLVANIA

Keonna 
ThomasUSPER

30 Arrested
Apr-15

Philadelphia Arrested after allegedly attempting to join ISIL.  Indicted for attempting to aid a foreign terrorist 
organization.

Jalil Ibn Ameer 
AzizUSPER

19 Arrested
Dec-15

Harrisburg According to allegations in the complaint, conspired to provide and attempted to provide material support 
to ISIL on social media and aid individuals in their pursuit of traveling overseas to join a designated foreign 
terrorist organization.  A prior search of AzizUSPER's residence also turned up a tactical-style backpack in his 
closet, which contained high-capacity weapons magazines, ammunition, a knife, and other survival items.

RHODE ISLAND

Nicholas 
RovinskiUSPER

24 Arrested
Jun-15

Warwick Indicted because of alleged involvement in a plan to attack an anti-Islam activist.  Pled not guilty.

TEXAS

Bilal AboodUSPER 37 Arrested
May-15

Mesquite Allegedly traveled to Syria in 2013 and lied to the FBI about pledging allegiance to ISIL in 2014.  Indicted on 
one count of making false statements to a federal agency.

Asher KhanUSPER 20 Arrested
May-15

Spring Traveled to Istanbul, allegedly en route to Syria to fight with ISIL; lured back to the US by his family, which 
falsely told him his mother was sick.  Charged with conspiracy to provide material support to ISIL.

Elton Simpson 30 Fatally shot
May-15

Garland Traveled from Arizona to Garland to attack a cartoon-drawing contest depicting the Prophet Muhamad.  
Shot and killed by police officers stationed outside the event. 

Nadir Soofi 34 Fatally shot
May-15

Garland Traveled from Arizona to Garland to attack a cartoon-drawing contest depicting the Prophet Muhamad.  
Shot and killed by police officers stationed outside the event.

Michael WolfeUSPER 24 Arrested
Jun-15

Austin Arrested after attempting travel to Syria with the intent of joining ISIL.  Sentenced to 82 months in 
federal prison.

VIRGINIA

Heather 
CoffmanUSPER

29 Arrested
Jan-15

Glen Allen Arrested for making false statements in an FBI terrorism investigation after offering to help an undercover 
agent connect someone with ISIL.  Sentenced to 54 months in federal prison.

Ali AminUSPER 17 Arrested
Feb-15

Woodbridge Arrested after facilitating his friend’s travel to Syria to join ISIL.  Sentenced to 136 months in prison and a 
lifetime of supervised release.

WISCONSIN

Joshua 
Van HaftenUSPER

34 Arrested
Apr-15

Madison Indicted after allegedly attempting travel to join ISIL.  Charged with attempting to provide material 
support and resources, namely himself as personnel, to a foreign terrorist organization.

 UNITED STATES 
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(U) Tracked by: HSEC-8.1, HSEC-8.2, HSEC-8.6.2.8 

(U)  Source Summary Statement 

(U//FOUO) The analysis in this Reference Aid about ISlL-inspired activity between January 2014 and December 2015 is based on open source 

reporting, including criminal complaints and federal indictments.  We have high confidence in our analysis of each individual’s type of activity 

and stated intent to conduct an attack on behalf of the group, as the government information is considered highly reliable and much of the 

open source reporting has been corroborated. 

(U)  Report Suspicious Activity 

(U)  To report suspicious activity, law enforcement, Fire-EMS, private security personnel, and emergency managers 

should follow established protocols; all other personnel should call 911 or contact local law enforcement.  Suspicious 

activity reports (SARs) will be forwarded to the appropriate fusion center and FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force for further action.  For 

more information on the Nationwide SAR Initiative, visit http://nsi.ncirc.gov/resources.aspx. 
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