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Orientation/Introduction: 
Please review the introduction to the Terror Web Watch at Intel Report. 
 

Item 1: Competing claims of responsibility for the attacks in the 
Sinai Peninsula (Terrorist Incident)  
 
The first claim of responsibility for the attacks in the Sinai Peninsula to be posted on the Internet came from one 
of the same groups that claimed the attacks in the Sinai in October 2004. This statement was posted on www.al-
saf.net just eight hours after the attacks. The full text appears below:  
 
[begin translation] 
 
In the name of God the Merciful and the Compassionate 
  
"And fight them until there is no discord, and all of religion is for Allah."  
 
Praise God Lord of the Two Worlds  
 
Your brothers the Mujahideen in the Martyr Abdullah Azzam brigades emphasize that it was they who directed the 
harsh strike against the Crusaders and Zionist and the apostate Egyptian regime in Sharm al-Sheikh, when the 
Ghazala Gardens hotel on Naama bay was struck, and destroyed completely, and also the old market that was 
crowded with hundreds of usurping Zionists and Crusaders.  
 
We assure that this operation came in the context of a response to the strongly evil, international crimes which 
squander the blood of Muslims in Iraq and Afghanistan and Palestine and Chechnya. We announce for the record 
that we will not stand by and do nothing in front of the whips of Egypt's executioners and allow those who dare 
leech off our brothers in the heroic Sinai. We vow to avenge the martyrs of the Sinai that fall beneath the whips 
of the tyrants of Egypt.  
 
The Martyr Abdullah Azzam Brigades  
The al-Qaeda Organization in the Land of Shem and the Land of Canaan.  
 
[end translation] 
 
Links: Abdullah Azzam Brigades (Group Profile), Afghanistan (Country Profile), Iraq (Country Profile) 
 
That claim was then contested by the following statement, from the "Mujahideen of Egypt [Country Profile] 
Group." The following claim was not as believable, as the facts given about the trucks used are incorrect.  
 
[begin translation] 
 
In the name of God the Merciful and the Compassionate: 
"O ye who believe! If a wicked person comes to you with any news, ascertain the truth, lest ye harm people 
unwittingly, and afterwards become full of repentance for what ye have done." 
 
A statement from the leader of the Mujahideen of Egypt group /Hamoodi al-Masri  
 
In the Name of God the Merciful and the Compassionate  
O Lord who guides our fire and makes fast our feet.  
 
Praise God, who dignifies Islam with his support, and humiliates the pagans with his vanquishment, who controls 
matters with his order, who diminishes the infidels with his enmity, and whose justice controls the days. Peace 
and blessings upon the closest to God, [Mohammed], whose sword was the light of Islam.  
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We in the Mujahideen of Egypt Group have established a group for the sake of the religion of God, most high and 
sublime, and to support those closest to God: the Mujahideen, to be one voice among the voices of truth in the 
face of the bearers of falsehood who still distort facts and attack the religion of God, most high and sublime, and 
who assault those closest to God, the Mujahideen.  
 
After the blessed "quaking of Sharm al-Sheikh," the Crusader media came out saying that it was one of the cells 
of the al-Qaeda organization, called the Brigades of the Martyr Abdullah Azzam. However, this is not a name in 
that organization. We announce to the whole world that it was five individuals from the Mujahideen of Egypt. We 
already circulated their names yesterday. These are the people who drove the five trucks, one of which was a 
local taxi, and three of which were from outside the country. The last car was an "Autobus" [a minibus used as 
public transportation in Egypt].  
 
They crushed the fortresses of Zionism in our country, and we announce that we are warning of "our total war." 
If the Zionists do not leave our country, we could announce our blessed total war in the streets..  We say to the 
Jews and the Christians that if they do not leave the Land of Canaan in the next sixty days, and no more, you will 
see "something unseen in even your nightmares."  
 
Allahu Akbar Allahu Akbar… for the sake of God, most high and sublime 
Monday, 16 Jumadi al-Akhir, or 24/7/2005.  
 
[end translation]  
 
On July 26, two more groups claimed responsibility. One was "Egyptian Tawhid and Jihad," (Tawhid and Jihad 
Group Profile) which claimed it was obeying Osama Bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri when it carried out the 
attacks. It also announced in the statement that it was responsible for the October 2004 attacks in Taba, Rass 
Shaitan, and Nubeih. Jund al-Shem (Group Profile) also claimed responsibility. These two claims' credibility are 
about equal to that of the "Mujahideen of Egypt." They appeared a couple of days after the attacks, seemingly 
more of an afterthought. Similarly, Tawhid and Jihad retroactively took the opportunity to say that they were also 
responsible for attacks that took place nine months ago. There would be no reason to wait nine months to make 
such an announcement, and to do so seems out of character of Islamist groups. As for Jund al-Shem, they have 
posted fake claims of responsibility in the past. They said that they were responsible for an explosion at a Texas 
oil refinery in March 2005 that was not a terrorist attack. Other claims of responsibility that have gone up from 
the group have not contained convincing details to prove their involvement, and this statement regarding the 
Sinai attacks follows that trend.  
 
Of all four statements, the al-Qaeda one seems the most convincing, if only by a small margin. It was the first to 
go up on the Internet, and it was well-prepared and written. Further, it demonstrates connections that are 
beginning to be reflected in the ensuing investigation, which is showing linkages between the attacks of October 
2004 and the attacks of this past week. This same group also claimed responsibility back in October. Also, the 
claim is signed by an al-Qaeda branch and yet states that the attack came in response to treatment of "the Sinai 
brothers," likely referring to the hundreds of Sinai dwellers, many Bedouins, who were rounded up after the 
attacks last fall. Attacks to avenge that treatment sparked angry protests and is consistent with the first findings 
of the post-attack investigation, showing that men from the Sinai were likely involved, possibly with a foreign 
element, in advising or assisting. The last attacks in the Peninsula were carried out by Egyptians and a 
Palestinian. The Palestinian involvement would represent the "Land of Shem" title of the al-Qaeda branch. The 
Land of Shem refers to the Levant, including Palestine and Israel (Country Profile).   
 

Item 2: The Arab fighters in Afghanistan announce a new leader, 
say Osama Bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri are "alive and in 
good health" 
 
The Arab fighters in Afghanistan (Country Profile) have announced that they have a new leader. Named Abu 
Ekhlaas al-Masri, or Abu Ekhlaas the Egyptian, he replaces Osama bin Laden, who, before he went on the run 
after the September 11 attacks (Terrorist Incident), held the title of the leader of the Arab Afghans. The change 
was reported in Mafkra al-Islam, a Jihadist news site, that was quoting the "Bajhouk" Network, apparently an 
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Afghan news network. The Bajhouk news network received a phone call from the group's spokesmen, Abu al-
Tayyib, announcing the new leader.  Abu Tayyib told the network on the phone that Abu Ekhlaas had three 
daughters and two sons from a woman he married in Nuristan and was well known in both Nuristan and the 
Kunar province of Afghanistan. When the Bajhouk network asked Abu al-Tayyib where Bin Laden, Ayman al-
Zawahiri, and Gulbeddin Hekmatyar were, the group's spokesman replied that they were all alive and in good 
health, but that he did not know their exact location. Such a change in the leadership of the Afghan Arabs, for 
whom Bin Laden was the legendary leader for so long, supports the belief that his communication with the most 
of the fighters in Afghanistan has been cut off for a while.  
 

Item 3: Threat to the United Arab Emirates posted on al-Sakifah 
Jihadist site 
 
On July 19, a statement was posted on the al-Sakifah Web site threatening the United Arab Emirates (Country 
Profile) with an attack within 10 days if the country did not expel Americans and westerners, including its US 
ambassador. In particular, the site criticized the UAE for allowing US warships to dock at its port, indicating, if the 
statement were to be taken seriously, that US military on shore leave should be cautious in the country over at 
least the next month's time. However, threats that promise attacks if certain demands are not made in a certain 
time period often turn out to be empty, especially, as in this case, the statement was not signed by any particular 
group. The user name of the person posting the threat implied that he was from Mecca, Saudi Arabia (Country 
Profile) but did not provide any other information about himself. Posting such a statement may be a way for a 
person with radical tendencies to express anger or to enjoy a feeling of power if he sees that he is able to create 
anxiety with his threat. However, they do indicate that there are people in the Jihadist community who are paying 
attention to a certain country and may even, by floating such ideas on such sites, be looking to attract religious 
opinions (fatwas) or community approval and support for such an attack. If there is a lot of attention of the 
online community of terrorist supporters focused on a certain country, it may be a sign that that country is 
provoking the ire of Jihadists and eventually someone might attempt an operation. The Terrorism Research 
Center has written before on the vulnerability and attractiveness of the UAE to terrorists (see WAR Report).  
 
The site administrator for al-Sakifah removed the threatening post immediately after an article describing it 
appeared on the Bloomberg news site (link). The administrator put up a message on the front page of the site 
referencing the Bloomberg article and announcing that they had taken the post down. A long disclaimer followed, 
with the administrator explaining that anyone could post to the site and that the administrators did not monitor 
all contents, also claiming that site rules prohibited threatening posts. This is precisely what happened after a 
group posted a statement claiming responsibility for the July 7 attacks in London (Full TRC Coverage). It 
demonstrates an interesting, new phenomenon in which there is actual interplay between western news outlets 
and Jihadist Web sites: a demonstration that each is monitoring one another and in some cases, responding to 
one another.  
 

Item 4: Killings of Muslims in Iraq and Egypt cause anger across 
the Muslim world  
 
Zarqawi's al-Qaeda in the Land of the Two Rivers (Group Profile) had originally claimed on Jihadist Web sites that 
they had kidnapped and executed two Algerian diplomats in addition to Egyptian diplomat Ehab Sharif. All three 
executions prompted outrage across the Muslim world. According to the front page of the July 29 edition of the 
pan-Arab daily Asharq al-Awsat, Zarqawi shot back at those who condemned the killing, defending his war 
against Muslims he calls "traitors" and "collaborators" (link). At the same time, the paper al-Mesryoon reported 
that the group had faxed in a statement saying that they had neither kidnapped nor killed the three men. The fax 
was likely a hoax, as the group's traditional method of communication – Internet posts in the name of the group's 
spokesperson, Abu Maysara al-Iraqi -- expressed that both Ehab Sharif and later, the two Algerians, had been 
judged guilty and given "the penalty for apostasy." This penalty has been death in previous cases. The fax said 
that the group was not even responsible for the kidnappings, let alone the killings; this is sharply contradicted by 
two sets of identification cards posted on the Internet with the group's logo set behind them (see below). The fax 
may be the attempt of a sympathizer to mitigate damage done to the group's image by the killing of these three 
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Muslims that brought about a backlash, even from some of the members of Jihadist Web sites. These members 
prefer a more "pure" form of Jihad -- one that only targets the Kufaar (Infidels).  
 
There remains the possibility that all three are still alive, and their may be some evidence that Al-Sharif still is. 
The evidence came in the form of a video, circulated around a number of Jihadist sites, that shows a part of an 
interrogation with Sharif. In it, Sharif is asked about a section of the Sinai Peninsula that Israelis are allowed to 
travel to without a visa. The section covers the resort areas of the Peninsula and is called "Section C." The no visa 
arrangement for Section C was part of the peace deal in 1979 in which Israel handed the Sinai back to Egyptian 
control. In the video, Ehab Sharif's captors asks him "where does Section C extend between?" Sharif answers, 
"Between Taba and Sharm al-Sheikh." The tape was released this week, in the aftermath of the Sinai attacks.  
 

 

 
 
If Sharif and the Algerians are being kept alive, this may demonstrate that the group is bowing to the pressure of 
the anger they are causing in the Muslim world by killing so many civilians and Muslims. While he may respond to 
the mounting criticism, Zarqawi repeatedly defends his tactics in statements. He has lashed out at people who 
criticize him for killing civilians, including his old spiritual leader, Abu Mohammed al-Maqdese (Intel Report). Most 
recently, Hathifa Azzam, a son of the slain al-Qaeda (Group Profile) founder Abdullah Azzam, went on Al-Jazeera 
and said that his father never would have approved of al-Qaeda's killing of civilians. Zarqawi has yet to respond 
to that statement.  
 
There was a similar backlash to the Sinai attacks, which killed many more Egyptians than it did foreign tourists 
who were likely the intended targets. The statement below is by a member of www.al-saf.net, posted as a 
comment beneath the claim of responsibility by the "Mujahideen of Egypt" group. This split may foreshadow a 
larger fracture to come in the Salafi, Jihadist community over the legality of killing Muslims during Jihad 
operations.  
  
"Hey 'Mujahideen of Egypt Group,' hey you, the deviants of this age, what you have done has nothing to do with 
the Jihad. The Mujahideen within Egypt and outside of it are nothing like you and will have nothing to do with 
what you have done. You killed Muslims in Sharm al-Sheikh and do not even talk about the Crusader media [lying 
about this], because every media outlet – Arab and western – has said that most of the people in the places that 
you attacked are Muslim. Even if these places were houses of licentiousness and sinfulness, where alcohol is 
drunk, their punishment should not have been death. I want you, leader of the Mujahideen of Egypt Group, to 
respond to this with a Sharia fatwa [An Islamic legal argument justifying the attacks].  I do not believe that you 
will find one." 
 
The member, with a user name "Abu Hamza el-Masry" (Abu Hamza the Egyptian), then put up a post demanding 
other members of the forum give opinions (fatwas) condemning the attacks.  
 



© Terrorism Research Center, Inc.                                                                                6:6 

Item 5: Video Available: Friday Sermon by al-Qaeda Imam Abu 
Hamza, in English 
 
Abu Hamza was the al-Qaeda recruiter who operated out of the infamous Finsbury Park Mosque in London and is 
now in jail in the United Kingdom (Country Profile). This sermon, called, "The Childrens [sic] of Israel," is a good 
demonstration of what a Friday sermon in a radical mosque around the world might be like. This one is unique 
because it is in English, though it follows the same sort of rant-and-rave, fiery Arabic style that extremist 
preachers use in the Middle East. This sermon focuses on the anti-Semitic themes. Below is a graphic advertising 
the film clip. Available from TRC upon request.  
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